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Assessment Rubric: Ethics Case Studies 
SO-4: an ability to recognize ethical and professional responsibilities in engineering situations and make informed judgments, which must 
consider the impact of engineering solutions in global, economic, environmental, and societal contexts 

 
 
Outcome element Unacceptable (0) Marginal (1) Acceptable (2) Exceptional (3) Points 
Able to recognize for 
potential ethical 
problems. 

Students show no 
awareness of potential 
ethical problems in their 
response to the case 
studies. 

Students appear to be aware of 
some ethical problems in the 
case studies but are not using 
appropriate tools to analyze the 
problem(s). 

Students demonstrate 
understanding of the major ethical 
problems in the case studies and 
are applying the tools they have 
learned to analyze the situation. 

Students are able to analyze a 
complex ethical situation and 
demonstrate an understanding of 
major and subtle ethical problems 
in the case studies. 

 

Awareness of the 
IEEE Code of Ethics. 

No evidence that the 
students are aware of the 
IEEE Code of Ethics. 

Students appear to be aware of 
the IEEE Code of Ethics, but 
are not making use of it as they 
approach ethical problems. 

Students are aware of the IEEE 
Code of Ethics, and use it to when 
faced with a potentially unethical 
situation. 

Students are aware of the IEEE 
Code of Ethics, and use it to 
routinely to work in a professional 
and ethical manner. 

 

Awareness of their 
responsibility to work 
in an ethical and 
professional manner. 

No evidence that the 
students consider ethics or 
professionalism as they 
consider the case studies. 

The responses to the case 
studies indicate that the 
students do not fully 
understand what it means to 
work in an ethical and 
professional manner. 

The responses to the case studies 
indicate that the students are 
aware that engineers have a 
responsibility to work in an ethical 
and professional manner. 

The students demonstrate ethical 
and professional engineering work 
in their responses to the case 
studies. 

 

Total (out of 9 points):  


